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couldnt- Ofi the vater,
he had

a

propensity for

er.ss and did things that
nrh.rsw.uldn'r s. rhe

tthe modern art o fpublic
shamins. Ronson (rhe

r

BLUEPRINT FOR
REVOLUTION

Psychop ath rest, The Men

firfio slare a. coatt has
certainly put in the leg work,
but I found his persona
so crefully cultivated and
archly self-aware starts to
rub a little thin. Jo^ruMiE

lscR BE,5351
Back iD 2000, Srdja
Popovic becane a leader

ofthe student movement
Otporlthatled to the
overthrovofdictator

THE ALTOGETHER
UNEXPECTED

slobodan Miloievii and

DISAPPEARANCE OF
ATTICUS CRAFTSIi,IAN

demo.racy in serbia. The
key to that success was
what he terms the'tmiling
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novel $,ere bottled,

spanish rosado - everlone
recommends next summei
Deliberateb,, pleasantly

light, it is the book to
open when a bis, complex
Bordeaux novel feels too
hearT. The spanish author's

characters are as huch
fun as they are clichdd. A
reprcssed EnAlishman with
a. Earl Grey tea addiction
disappears after flying into
Madrid to close down a
literan, magnzine owned
by his famil]. Enteri one

bumbling detective, fi ve
feisty fenale magazine

barel" ofhtrmour "The
truhp fer

was laughter..
humour doesn't just make
youchuckle it makes

this fascinating and
enteft aintug book. Popovic
tracks around the world
to show that non-violeot
resistance repeatedly wins
whereviolence fails, and is
more likelyto efiect longterm change. Nev zealand
may not be under tbe yoke
ol dictatorship, but his clear
iD

ideN and suidel;nes apply
to any social campaign or
movement. Anyone with
an rppetite for change
should nnd real value here.

comically
Englkh uptight mother,
employees,
a

a

smatteringofliterary

references and a viilage tull
of fi ery, musical Spaniards.

westerly wibdina. Brisicl\
biography stems from
a documentary he was
making about Droulm/

who would rather be dead.
Carrying the ghosts of his
fadily, with nothing to lose
and millions of lives to gain,
Stanton has been sentbacl
to sNe humaniB iom tbe
consequences of the 20th
century's mistakes, we
watch the vorld change as
Stanton subverts cuspof-war Europe, seduces
passionate Irish suftagette

Bernadette, and sufiers the
apocalyptic, tattooed raSe
of fellow time-traveller
Katie- Elton\ grasp of the

erat geopolitics,

eye

for

evocative period detail
and understanding of the
vagaries of human nature

deliver abook ofbrutal
a.tion, poignancy, hope
and

loss resonantwith

warninBbells. Andjust
lvhef, yotr ihinkyoule
on sure Sround, the

story

shifts under your feet lil<e
l Newtonian time loop.

Itt

a

thou8ht provoking

BECOMING WESTERLY:
THE TRANSFORMATION
OF SURFING CHAMPION

PETER DROUYN INTO
WESTERLY WINDINA
rAMIF BR SI(:X lNI I FN
&
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991

TIME AND TIME AGAIN
FFN FLT(jN PFNGL)IN
RAN

DO M

HOUSE, $3',99J

when oc.asion demands
somethingeasy to quaff
try Atticus CraftsnldnBeforc ],ou know it, ihe

suding communiry wasn't
overly shocked when he
besan a rew life a decade
ago, iiving as a woman,

Istanbul,l9l4. Boots are on
thc gound. Boots {iom the
year 2025, bearing Hugh
stanton, ex soldier and
profe$ional adventurer,

Australian surfer Peter
Drouyn burst onto the

world scene inthe mid 60s
and quickly established a
reputation a an innovator
mastered hoves on

r

surft,odd that otheis

windina, duringwhich
he was variously puzzled,

frusrated and amused
by his subject, her dimish demands, faniastical
plans and accounts ofher
previous identiry All that
nakes for a compellins
read as Brisick wonders
how an Aussie beach bloke
becamc a flamboyant
woman sendins him dozens
of selfies late at night,

posinAas Marilyn Monroe.
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sCOIT BLACKWOOD
LIARPERCOLL]NS S26,99]

ln a stuall

Texas

town,

three te€nqr grrls are
bound, raped and set
alight in an ice cteam
shop. In his debut novel,
Scott Blackwood focuses
on those tryingto come
to terms witl the brutal

murders, ibcluding the
mother of two of the g1rls,
the fireman who found the
bodies, an Iraq War veteran
lri th post-trau m atic sre ss
disorder who nay have
s.en something and the
unsuspecting getaway

driv.r

Based on a r99r
event, the storybuilds upon
the Briefoflives cut short,
oflossthat never ends and
justice that remains elusive.

rhe onlyjarinselement
is the dead sirls, who show

up occasionrlly to try and
connect with those they

teftbehind. That aside,
Blackwood has nailed it.
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ONF OF IIS

family in flux, is built
on this premise: Romola
knows about her husband's

ONE OF U5
AsNE sErERsrao
lt-tAcHETTE, $39
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Anders Breivik shot dead
67 teenagers, but was
he insane? Norwegian

journalist Asne Seierstad
ws conmissioned by

Nepseek for

a

piece on

"that man" behind the 2011
Utoya Island massa.re ald
oslo car bombin& After
covering the bia1, seierstad
felt she had to dis deepea to

find out

more

and

notonly

about Breivik.In this fine
sork, beautifu lly ttanslated
from Norwegian, his life
unturls alongside those of
teen victims Bano Rashid

Sinon Saebo, political
stus in the making Some
ofthe most hdrowing

untequited atraction to
men but is dealin8 with her
olm lostlove. Their son.

hernwhile.

is

lna{are of

his parents' se$ets and
strugglins to find his own
way. The result is a family
split between IDdia and
America, between past and
presen! benveen duty and
temptation. For all the big
themes, the realjoyis in
the ordinary moments

broken Mickey Mouse
watch, a haircut, iars of
manao chutney hidden
under abed. Tender. sad

inoedible

teenager a minute was
sunned down. This is
journalism at its finest both s a sensitive memorial
to ifeplaceable young lives
and a cr]'rtalline accouni
of what s,ent so srong

N'T LET HIM KNOW

She also tells of srowins
up with her schizophrenic
older brother, Keller, and

throats then dripping water
i!. Credible? Hickman is no
wild conspilacy theorist,
but rather an American
patliot and het deeply
dhturbed by what he finds
out. Hh excellent book
erplores all kinds ofoficial

de.eption and san.tioned
hared, and shows how f
media, and public opinion,
can be mmipulated. It'll
probably make you an$y.

GIRL IN A BAND
KIM

GO RDO N

IaLLEN & UNWrN $36.991

the dimculties ofbeing a
breastfeeding mother in a

touringband. xrnrumrr
oNE LIFE: MY
MOTHER'5 STORY
(ATE GRENVILLE

lrExT. $371
Nance Russell lived ftom
1912 to 2002, a neglected
child of the rurll worlinsclss who came of lse
in Sydney as the creat
Depression hit. Later,
she fought for status as a

working mother in what

MURDER AT CAMP
DELTA: A STAFF

SERGEANT'S PURSUIT
OF THE TRUTH ABOUT
GUANTANAMO BAY
J0SEPllHlCKr'4AN
lsrM0N & ScNUSTER, $32.991
Staff Sergeant Joe Hickman
didn't actually see ra8s

beingstuffed down the
throats of three prisoners
rt Guantinamo Bay. He
didnl actually see them

duty
close by and he builds the
die- But he was on

{ALLEN & UNWIN, S35I

scenes in the 80s and 90s.

such as stufing rags into

a

and

passases describe

for interrogEtion: methods

evide.ce so hiah that the

Autho. sandip Roy once

o6cial clain of prisoner

said that, in India, a gav
petson's entire fmily 'goes
i.s;de the clos€t". Hh
6rst novel, {hich spans
fout decades ofa Bensali

suicide lools absurd. He
then presents a carefully
reasoned case that "Gitmo"
prisoners were likely used
to test torture techniques

cordon was the bass
player for the highly

misht generously be called
pre feminist Nalrabeen.

infl uential New York band
Sonic Youth, renowned

one

rfe

is

well-l<nom

Atrsftalian writer Kate

crenville's bio$aphy o{
tunings and revelling
in musical dissonance.
1t was formed with her
husband, Thurston Moore,
and together they vere
regarded as altemativerock royalty. ror all
the chaos they created
onstage, they were models
of stability olT it- That

until Mooret affair
btought ebout th€ end
oftheband. while that
episode doninates the
was

beginnins and end ofthis
book. in between is the
story of a shy and sensitive
"California girl" fi ndins her
vay to a place of repute in
the New York art and rock

her own mother, and a
tribute to a generation of
toueh Australian women
whose stories have mostly
been considered unworthn
Amid Russell's deprived
childhood was a period

living with her attentive
and

lo

nAAuntyRose.

It\

unbearable to r.ad
about the day she was
sumtuonedbacl to her
troubled parents, but
perhaps that little love
was enough.In sohe

of

2oth centuryAusfalia's
harshest and bleakest
conditions, Nance Russell

